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two interesting essays are included in this issue of the historians
corner the first is by steven G barnett an inveterate collector of
little known facts and documents in mormon history his discussion
of the canes of the martyrdom clearly demonstrates the love and
reverence joseph smiths closest associates held for him but it also
provides some significant insight into the nature of some mormon
believers whose devotion to the relics associated with their martyredmartyred
prophet bordered on veneration

our second essay is provided by florian H thayn head of the
art and reference division in the office of the architect of the
capitol in washington DC mrs thayn had a great deal to do
with the historical research involved inin the restoration of some of the
rooms in the US capitol building As a member of the church she
has also taken an active interest in mormon historic sites or
memorabilia in washington her essay should provide some ideas for
mormon history buffs and tourists who visit the nations capital in
addition to its basic intrinsic interest

THE CANES OF THE MARTYRDOM

steven G barnett

shortly after the martyrdom of the prophet joseph smith inin
1844 unusual mementos in his memory wooden canes were
fashioned from the oak planks of the roughhewnrough hewn coffin in which the
body was returned to nauvoo the history of these mementos the
canes of the martyrdom is elusive but some conclusions may be
drawn from what little solid information can be found

steven G barnett is a collector of original historical documents
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